
ANNEX 2
2:1 – Summary of Objections from Councillor Emma Jay
Below lists the objection to the proposal to amended the current A44 Clearway Trunk Road Order, from Councillor Emma Jay.

· It goes against other initiatives to reduce traffic speeds through villages like Yarnton and Begbroke, improve safety, enable people to cross the road, encourage cycling etc, which OCC in its last Transport  Plan says is in favour of  
· It surely makes the installation of new bus stops on the Premium Route more problematic 
· It surely attracts more traffic that will then cause problems further up in Chipping Norton, where the air quality is already alarmingly  bad
· It makes it harder to downgrade the A44 at some future date; an option that OCC's Transport Plan says is a serious possibility.
Councillor Jay imagines that the aim is to get traffic moving smoothly where there is a dual carriageway although she can see no good reason for re-applying the clearway order (unless it is linked in with shadowy plans for eco-towns, recycling sites, etc), as the traffic moves along just fine there as it is and it could only limit options for the future.

Three responses where written in regards to Councillor Jay’s objections.  These are summarised in annexes 2:2, 2:3 and 2:4.

2:2 – Summary of Natalie Moore’s Response to Councillor Jay

“I have spoken to a member of staff in our Traffic Regulation Team and he has told me that the new clearway order will have no affect on the current speed limits in Woodstock and on the A44, and neither should it have any impact on any future enforced speed restrictions.  In keeping with normal traffic restrictions, where there are enforced double yellow lines; vehicles are not allowed to stop / park and also where there are double white lines, vehicles are not permitted to overtake at any time.  In theory; the amended clearway order would allow vehicles to stop along the section of the A44 which is not covered by the new clearway order and does not have double yellow or white lines; but in practice I believe that drivers would have better judgement and would (hopefully) not stop unless it was in a designated lay – by area.

The new clearway order is not intended to affect any of the parishes running along the A44 in a negative way, it just means that legally bus operators will be allowed to pick up and drop off passengers where any new bus stops are sited (if necessary) beyond the Bladon Roundabout.”
2:3 – Summary of Peter Mann’s Response to Councillor Jay

“As you are no doubt aware, there has been a longstanding clearway order on the A44 north from Peartree to the county boundary, introduced by the Highways Agency when the A44 was a trunk road under their jurisdiction.  The County Council considers that this status should remain on the dual carriageway section of the road where speeds are higher, principally as a safety feature.
However, to install a new bus stop, as part of our Premium Bus Routes programme, this order has had to be revoked in its entirety, as it is a single order, and is to be reinstated onto the duelled section once the bus stop has been introduced.  As this would merely be putting back part of what has historically been there it will not of itself attract more traffic onto the A44 – similarly, not reinstating it would also have little effect in reducing attractiveness.  A clearway order can be restricted to the carriageway only and this should not then have any impact on putting in additional bus stops in the future, providing they could be located in lay-bys.  I would also not expect this to affect any downgrading of the route in the future as clearways can apply to any class of road.”

2:4 – Summary of Roger O’Neill’s response to Councillor Jay

“A widely discussed problem with clearway orders is that they are not well understood by the driving public - some council’s (e.g. Hampshire) have removed these from their roads to remove clutter and maintenance liability but have retained the restriction where roadside parking or waiting might constitute a safety hazard.”

